
Leechpool Languages Knowledge and Skills Progression - EYFS/KS1  

 EYFS 

(Communication and Language) 

(Understanding the World) 

Year 1 and 2 

Listening I listen carefully 
I understand simple instructions 
I have listened to stories in another language 

I use pictures to work out what a word or phrase means 
 

I listen attentively 
I understand instructions, everyday classroom language and praise words 
I understand a few familiar spoken words and phrases 

I understand a range of spoken phrases 
I listen for sounds, rhyme and rhythm 
I listen for specific words and phrases 

 

Speaking I respond to repetition and gesture 
I respond to simple rhymes, stories and songs 

I can say single words 
I can say short set phrases 
I imitate pronunciation of words 
I enjoy playing games to aid memorisation of vocabulary 
I use actions to help me remember sounds 

I respond to rhymes, stories and songs 
I recognise and respond to sound patterns and words 

I can say short phrases 
I can answer simple questions with set phrases 
I am developing accuracy in pronunciation and intonation 
I can perform simple communicative tasks 
I can express simple opinions 
I notice similarities between different languages 
I use mental associations, actions and rhymes to help me remember words 

 

Reading  I use visual clues 
I can recognise some familiar words in written form 
I can read out loud familiar words and phrases 
I notice the spelling of familiar words 

I understand and observe some basic phonic rules 
I can sort words into categories 
 

Writing  I can label items using a word list 
I can copy simple words accurately 

I can write simple words correctly 

I can copy phrases accurately 
I recognise how sounds are represented in written form 
 

Intercultural 

Understanding 

I know that people in different countries speak different languages 
I know that people in France speak French / people in Spain speak 

Spanish 
I have learnt about a different place in the world where 
French/Spanish is spoken 
I have named and tasted foods from a different country  

I have learnt about French/Spanish festivals 
 

I can locate countries where the language is spoken 
I can describe some aspects of countries where the language is spoken 

I have learnt about festivals and celebrations in a different culture 
I have learnt about different ways of travelling to France/Spain 

 


